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Public emphasizes rail’s need for speed 


By Peter Spotts 


The message from 
Western Massachusetts resi- 
dents on East-West Rail was 
loud on clear on Oct. 22 — 
the time is now to push this 
project forward. 

Members of the public 
were able to give comments, 
feedback, and ask questions 
on the final three alternatives, 
presented on Oct. 22 during 
an information session by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of transportation via Zoom. 
Many members of the public 
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stressed the project is being 
bogged down by study after 
study and there needs to be 
action. 

“We cannot have come 
this far, after two years’ time 
and treasure, to be left at the 
intersection of more study 
and no action,” said Bob 
Daley of Chester. “We urge 
MassDOT to set an 18-month 
urgency of now timeline for a 
phase one and deploy exist- 
ing DMU train sets for daily 
inter community service in 
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East-West Rail Alternative 3. 
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HAMPSHIRE 


Committee approves students return on Dec. 2 


By Peter Spotts 


All grades will return to 
their classrooms in a hybrid 
model on Wednesday, Dec. 
2, as voted by the Hampshire 
Regional School Committee 
on Monday, Oct. 26. 


The date is contingent 
on several factors, including 
the successful completion of 
HVAC system repairs, esti- 
mated to conclude on Nov. 
13, with extra buffer time 
built in after that date in 
case anything needs to be 


tweaked. 

“That date is dependent 
on successful completion of 
the HVAC project and we are 
defining successful as com- 
pletion of the work by CTC 
and Jamrog, completion of 
the written report outlining 


new air exchange rates in 
each classroom, and adher- 
ence to the community health 
metrics as approved by the 
School Committee,” said 
School Committee Chairman 
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Residents cast a vote on one of the nine articles during Chester’s special town meeting on Monday, Oct. 26, at the Town Hall. On 





stage, from left, are Town Administrator Kathe Warden, Selectmen John Baldasaro, Barbara Pease Huntoon, and Richard Holzman, and 
Moderator Melvyn Hook. 
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BLANDFORD 


Town COVID-19 
cases rise by 10 


By Mary Kronholm 


Last week it was reported that 
there were 986 new cases of COVID- 
19 in the state, making the highest case 
count in five months. 

As of Sunday, October 25, there 
are 1097 cases and 24 deaths in 
Massachusetts. 

As of Monday, October 26, the 
state’s total again topped with 1,216 
cases and Blandford’s total had 
increased by 10 cases. Until then, 
Blandford had had only three reported 
cases, two initially and then one more 
recently, since March 12. 
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CHESTER 


Voters pass bylaw 
fees, property title 


By Shelby Macri 


The town held a Special Town 
Meeting on Monday, Oct. 26, at the 
Town Hall, where nine articles were 
discussed amongst the Selectboard 
and the residents who attended. 
Though all articles passed with a 
majority vote, there were two issues 
that warranted significant discussion 
during the meeting. 
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WILLIAMSBURG 


Fire Dept. deals 
with comm issues 


By Peter Spotts 


Communication issues continue to 
be a concern for the Fire Department 
going forward after the storm earlier this 
month once again took down the station 
phones. 

Deputy Fire Chief Daryl Springman 
discussed the issue with the Selectboard 
during a department update on Thursday, 
Oct. 22. 

[Jason Connell] was more directly 
involved. I know he had some issues 
with communications again. I know our 
phones went down again,” Springman 
said. “I know the power company, it took 


ISSUES, page 8 


eupeensaests 1 


0 
ie seueceded 8 
en 8 il 
s My 4879 








13 











page 2 


Country Journal © Thursday, October 29, 2020 


HILLTOWNS 





Hilltown Family Center promotes learning and engagement 


Bo 
ie 


The Hilltown Family Center, locat- 
ed at 9 Russell Road in Huntington, 
houses many of the Hilltown 
Community Health Center’s community 
programs and services, and offers an 
extensive list of resources for parents, 
caregivers, and families. The Family 
Center programs are built around our 
belief in nurturing strong families, by 
helping them to strengthen their flexibil- 
ity and resilience. Programs help fami- 
lies establish strong social connections 
and give concrete support in times of 
need, recognizing family’s strengths and 
understanding that being a parent is part 
natural and part learned. The Family 
Center also helps children connect and 
relate to their world. 

The School Readiness program 
promotes family engagement by spark- 
ing interest in pre-literacy develop- 
ment, language, S.T.E.M. (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
ideas, arts and crafts, and developing 
social and emotional skills so that par- 
ents and caregivers can continue to 
develop these skills with their children. 
The family engagement model promotes 
that families are the primary educators 
and caregivers of young children. 

School Readiness families have 
been picking-up weekly learning bags 
which are theme based, such as all 
about me, apples, fantastic fall, and 


Daphne and Clara McGowan create colorful 
painted, glitter pumpkins from the Hilltown 
Family Center. Submitted photos 


pumpkins and include “hands-on” mate- 
rials, a weekly book, parent education 
information, and a theme sheet with 
activities for the family. During a week- 
ly school readiness Zoom chat, the chil- 
dren listen to a book about the topic and 
discuss the story and materials that were 
sent home. A second Zoom Storytime 
continues to focus on the theme of the 
week. Recently, Family Center fam- 
ilies took home pumpkin bags with 
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Maverick Spencer from Chester displays 
pumpkins he decorated from the Hilltown 
Family Center programs. 


pumpkins, paint, glitter, and other fall 
craft items to decorate. This was made 
possible with the donation of eighteen 
pumpkins from the pumpkin patch of 
Huntington resident Stacy Fisk, who 
generously offered them to the Hilltown 
Family Center. 

All programs are free and support- 
ed through grants administered by a 
Coordinated Family and Community 
Engagement Grant from the MA 





: -, 4 
Vy . 50 
‘ Winer 
~ \* ih 


Logan and Wyatt Swendsen from Chester 
paint pumpkins from the Hilltown 
Family Center as part of its learning and 
engagement promotion last week. 





Department of Early Education and 
Care, The United Way of Hampshire 
County, the Children’s Trust of 
Massachusetts, and through Community 
Development Block Grants. 

Please contact Susan LeBarron, 
Hilltown Family Center Coordinator at 
413-667-2203, ext. 311 or slebarron@ 
hchcweb.org, with any questions regard- 
ing these programs. 


Public comments sought on Hilltown Land Trust’s accreditation renewal 


The land trust accreditation program 
recognizes land conservation organiza- 
tions that meet national quality standards 
for protecting important natural plac- 
es and working lands forever. Hilltown 
Land Trust is pleased to announce it is 
applying for renewal of accreditation. A 
public comment period is now open. 

The Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission, an independent program 
of the Land Trust Alliance, conducts an 
extensive review of each applicant’s pol- 
icies and programs. 

“As a small, regional land trust that 
is dedicated to providing excellent con- 
servation services for our community, 


we want to be sure that we are keeping 
up with the best practices in our field,” 
said Sally Loomis, Executive Director 
of Hilltown Land Trust. “Renewing 
our accreditation with the Land Trust 
Alliance is the best way for us to ensure 
that we are holding ourselves to the 
highest standard.” 

The Commission invites pub- 
lic input and accepts signed, written 
comments on pending applications. 
Comments must relate to how Hilltown 
Land Trust complies with national qual- 
ity standards. These standards address 
the ethical and technical operation of a 
land trust. For the full list of standards 


Flags for Domestic Violence month 


This month, in honor of domestic 
violence awareness month, the Country 
Journal will be publishing photos from 
this year’s Virtual Prayer Flag Project, 
created by the Hilltown Domestic 





Adam LeBarron shows his prayer for 
domestic violence victims. Submitted photos 


Violence Interfaith Initiative, each week 
in October. 

This week’s flags were made by 
Adam LeBarron and Karie Neal. 

The project was supported by the 
Southern Hilltown Domestic Violence 
Task Force and can be viewed online 
at www. youtube.com/watch?v=HjLT- 
wmlyVaQ. The Flag Project is just one 
of many efforts in the hilltowns aimed at 
preventing and ending domestic violence. 





Karie Neal shares her heartfelt message. 


Children’s fund auction online until Nov. 13 


The Chesterfield-Goshen 
Children’s Fund is hosting an online 
fundraising auction. The fund’s mis- 
sion is to ensure all school-age chil- 
dren in the towns of Chesterfield and 
Goshen and aims to provide winter 
gear, clothing, and/or a special toy for 
the children on their list, and this year 
is especially challenging. 


The auction is active now and bid- 
ding will end on Nov. 13th at 8 p.m. 
All proceeds directly benefit the fund. 
Monetary donations may also be made 
on the auction website or contact cgc- 
hildrensfund@ gmail.com for more 
information. The auction website is 
cecf.betterworld.org/auctions/chester- 
field-goshen-children-s-f. 


see www.landtrustaccreditation.org/ 
help-and-resources/indicator-practices. 

To learn more about the accredi- 
tation program and to submit a com- 
ment, visit www.landtrustaccreditation. 
org, or email your comment to info@ 
landtrustaccreditation.org. Comments 
may also be faxed or mailed to the Land 
Trust Accreditation Commission, Attn: 
Public Comments: (fax) 518-587-3183, 
or mailed to 36 Phila Street, Suite 2, 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 

Comments on Hilltown Land Trust’s 
application will be most useful by March 
21, 2021, 





The Hilltown Land Trust is a non- 


profit land trust serving 13 rural towns 
in Western Massachusetts. Its mission 
is to protect land and promote ecologi- 
cal diversity and health, respectful land 
stewardship, historic character, and nat- 
ural beauty in the hilltowns. The organi- 
zation has protected over 5,000 acres of 
farmland, forest, streams and wetlands 
since its founding in 1986. In 2010, 
the trust affiliated with The Trustees to 
combine the efforts and resources of 
these two nonprofit land conservation 
organizations and accelerate the pace of 
land conservation in the hilltowns. For 
more information, visit www.hilltown- 
landtrust.org. 


Hilltown Holiday Help looking for donors 


For more than 20 years local fam- 
ilies have received help with gifts for 
their children through a community 
project called Hilltown Holiday Help. 
Children of families with low to moder- 
ate income in the hilltowns are eligible 
to receive clothing, books and toys. 

This effort is organized by the 
Hilltown Family Center and Hilltown 
Social Services programs in conjunction 
with the National Honor Society with 
contributions from other organizations 
and individuals throughout the hilltowns 
and beyond. Last year, we were able to 
provide gifts for 96 children from 52 
families. This year, we expect an even 
higher need as the economic effects of 
the pandemic have had a great impact on 
local families. 

Holiday Help is currently looking 
for donors. This is a community effort. 
Local businesses, schools, churches, 
organizations, and area residents are 
invited to help with fundraising and 
shopping to provide gifts to someone 
in need in local communities. Hilltown 
Holiday Help has also found recipients 
for holiday meals, cords of wood, help 
with utility bills, gift cards, gifts for 
teens and adults, and other items when 
provided. 

This year, the operation will be a 
little different for the safety of families, 





students, donors, and staff. For fami- 
lies in need, wish lists will be available 
through Hilltown Community Center 
staff from Monday, Nov. 2 through 
Monday, Nov. 30 via telephone, email, 
mail, or Zoom, or at select locations 
throughout the hilltowns. Families with 
children from newborns through the age 
of 12 may be eligible. Proof of residency 
and birth certificates or social security 
cards for children. Gifts will be distrib- 
uted on Thursday, Dec. 10, through con- 
tactless curbside pickup or delivery. 

For donors, please arrange for a 
drop off time with staff or send mon- 
etary donations to the Attention of 
Kim Savery c/o HCHC Finance Office 
at 58 Old North Road, Worthington, 
MA 01098, with checks made out to 
Hilltown Community Health Centers 
and Holiday Help in the memo. 

If someone is unable to commit to 
becoming a sponsor this year, please 
look for the National Honor Society’s 
fundraiser or consider donating money 
or volunteering to deliver — a great 
opportunity for someone to channel their 
inner Santa. 

If someone’s interested in donating 
or have questions, please contact Susan 
at 413-667-2203, ext. 311 and slebar- 
ron@hchcweb.org, or Kim at 413-685- 
3500 and ksavery @hchcweb.org. 
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Western Mass.” 

Donald Blais of Palmer added, 
“We can’t delay any longer. It was 
bad enough before the pandemic hit, 
it’s worse now. The budgetary and eco- 
nomic impacts are going to be felt. We 
can’t keep pushing this further down the 
road.” 

One of the areas concerning people 
was the lack of any plan or timeline for 
when one of the alternatives could be 
chosen and start work. Project Manager 
Ethan Britland said that comes at a later 
Step. 

“We’re not prepared to talk about 
phasing at this point,” he said. “We don’t 
have a project yet and we don’t know 
exactly what type of phasing we could 
do. That’s something we will look at in 
the future, though.” 

Britland said there are four areas 
requiring further conceptual planning 
— economic and community benefits, 
explore opportunities with rail partners, 
understanding governance options for 
expanded passenger rail in the state, 
and evaluate funding opportunities and 
obstacles. 

“T cannot speak to a timeline. We’re 
just focused on getting the report com- 
pleted and out the door and then we can 
have further conversations about moving 
forward with next steps,” Britland said. 
“but the primary thing is that we are 
recommending it and we are committing 
to it.” 

“T urge you to make sure it doesn’t 
get buried in studies that goon ad nau- 
seum,” said Chester Selectman Richard 
Holzman. “We have to take action soon- 
er rather than later...now is the time to 
really connect Western Massachusetts.” 

Several residents in the Amherst 
Palmer area stressed the importance of 
working with UMass Amherst and the 
communities and the area to take advan- 
tage of the potential traffic coming and 
going from Amherst to Palmer with a 
connection going back East. 
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The final three alternatives are 
Alternative 3, Alternative 4, and 
Alternative 4/5 — all three options 
include stops in Chester and Palmer. 
Alternative 3 would provide direct pas- 
senger rail service between Pittsfield 
and Boston along a shared track/shared 
CSX and MBTA corridor. It carries an 
average travel time of 3:09 between 
Pittsfield and Boston, and 1:57 between 
Springfield and Boston. This is estimat- 
ed to cost $2.4 billion. 

Alternative 4 would also provide 
direct passenger rail service between 
Pittsfield and Boston along a shared 
track in the CSX and MBTA corri- 
dor, as well as adding an independent 
passenger track between Springfield 
and Worcester, and along a shared 
track/shared MBTA corridor between 
Worcester and Boston. This would ser- 
vice 10 round trips with an average trav- 
el time of 2:59 between Pittsfield and 
Boston, and 1:47 between Springfield 
and Boston, costing an estimated $3.9 
billion. 

Alternative 4/5 is the most expen- 
Sive at an estimated $4.6 billion, but 
shaves off another 10 minutes on travel 
times with an average of 2:49 between 
Pittsfield and Boston, and 1:37 between 
Springfield and Boston across 10 round 
trips. This option would provide direct 
passenger rail service between Pittsfield 
and Springfield along a shared track/ 
shared CSX corridor, along an inde- 
pendent passenger track with high- 
speed shortcuts between Springfield 
and Worcester, and along a shared 
track/shared MBTA corridor between 
Worcester and Boston. 

For ridership projections, 
Alternative 3 is projected to be used by 
922 to 1,188 passengers per weekday; 
Alternative 4 is projected to be used by 
1,157 to 1,379 passengers per weekday; 
and Alternative 4/5 is projected to be 
used by 1,296 to 1,554 passengers per 
weekday. 
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BECKET — The 


expected to take two weeks. 


not blocking the driveway. 


Becket 
Athenaeum/Arts Center is undergoing 
septic work which has closed the park- 
ing lot as of Oct. 21. The side lawn 
is also closed for the work, which is 


To return items to the exterior 
drop box or pickup curbside orders, 
patrons may park at the church, cross 
Route 8, and walk up the driveway 
with extra caution or drive into the 
driveway on Route 8 and turn around 
at the top of the parking lot to exit out 
the same way. Please be conscientious 
of our neighbors and other patrons by 


The Athenaeum will continue 


accepting appointments to come inside 
the building for browsing and comput- 


HUNTINGTON 


Athenaeum parking lot closed 


er use. Patrons must be comfortable 
parking by the church, crossing Route 
8, and entering and exiting through the 
door adjacent to Route 8. This requires 
5 steps. 

It is uncertain if there will be 
Space in the upper portion of the 
parking lot for a person to sit in their 
parked car while accessing the inter- 
net. If there is not, internet should still 
be accessible when parking by the 
church or from the picnic table on our 
front lawn. Additionally, the Becket 
Town Hall has high-speed Wi-Fi avail- 
able from its parking lot. 

The Athenaeum apologizes for 
any inconvenience and thanks every- 
one for their understanding during this 
time. 








to participate. 


SCHOOLS & YOUTH 


NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone that 
even though our physical doors are 
closed until further notice, we are 
most definitely open for worship, 
praise, ministry and fellowship. We 
are an Open and Affirming Church 
and we invite and welcome every- 
one - seekers, believers, and wonder- 
ers alike, on their journey of faith, to 
join in 10 a.m. Zoom Sunday wor- 
ship. We are also meeting for Friday 
Zoom Fellowship Time and the pastor 
is always available to speak with you. 
If you do not receive our emails and 
would like to connect with our Zoom 
worship service or fellowship time, 
please contact Pastor Carol at first- 
churchofhuntington@ gmail.com to 
receive the information you will need 


This week’s reading from Joshua 
3.7 - 4.7, invites us to wonder what it 
is like to cross over to a new begin- 
ning, to stand on the verge of reaching 
a long-awaited goal. We will be cele- 
brating The Lord’s Supper and remem- 
bering the saints that have shaped our 
lives as we observe All Saints Day. 

We wish everyone God’s peace. 
Our prayers for health and wellbeing 
are with you and all the world during 
this time of pandemic. Please use the 
phone numbers and email address pro- 
vided to stay in touch or to contact 
the pastor. You are also invited to find 
us on Facebook at “Norwich Hill” 
for updates, information and spiritual 
encouragement. For more information, 
please contact 413-667-3935 or 860- 
798-7771 or firstchurchofhuntington @ 
gmail.com. 





STUDENTS 


Margaret Larson. “We want to make it as 
clear as possible, because of those items, 
that date can be moved to a date later in 
December, but it cannot be moved ear- 
lier.” 

“Everything looks like the contract- 
ed work is going to be done on sched- 
ule,’ added Committee member Paul 
Kennedy from Williamsburg. “I believe 
this gives us a little bit of window [if] 
they meet their date and we still have 
some work to do.” 

Larson said the Safety Committee 
— which includes representatives from 
school administration, the school com- 
mittee, the school nurse, and teachers — 
has been communicating frequently with 
the Westhampton Board of Health during 
discussions of bringing all students back 
and the issues that need to be solved for 
it to happen safely. The teacher represen- 
tatives are also on board with the plan. 

“They felt that was a good way to 
ease into the new model and also give 
them some time for reflection in between 
starting it and coming back after the hol- 
iday,’ Larson said. 

Principal Kristin Smidy and her 
administration team presented the plan 
for the new hybrid model the school will 
employ in December. The major shifts 
from the current synchronous and asyn- 
chronous model includes reducing tran- 
sition times from 10 minutes to three 
minutes, mask break built into the third 
block, bathroom time during class, lock- 
er use suspended until review, staggered 
dismissal times and designated arrival 
wait times to help keep distance, stu- 
dents cannot ride on other buses other 
than their own, and some changes to the 
COVID-19 support class. 


Students will be directed to stay out- 
side the school upon arrival until 7:35 
a.m., rain or shine, in assigned areas 
so they can spread out. Classes end at 
11:11 a.m. with seniors dismissing first, 
followed by sophomores and juniors at 
11:12 a.m., ninth graders at 11:13 a.m., 
and the rest of the students at 11:14 a.m. 
Mixed classes will dismiss by grade. All 
grades will stay on the same schedule as 
the current model, which was an import- 
ant focus for administration. 

“This model with the half days 
allows for direct instruction every day, 
which we felt was important,” said 
Assistant Principal Lauren Hotz. “This 
hybrid schedule also allows students and 
teachers’ schedules to stay the same.” 

Students will be split into three 
cohorts. The red cohort will meet in per- 
son on Monday and Tuesday and remote- 
ly the remaining three days of the week 
and consist of students with last names 
from A to L. Blue cohort will consist of 
the students from M to Z and meet in 
person on Thursday and Friday. Green 
cohort is for the students who opt to be 
remote full-time. 





On in-person school days, students 
will be at Hampshire from 7:45 a.m. 
to 11:15 a.m. and switch to asynchro- 
nous learning for their classes when they 
get home. Asynchronous time will be 
about 40 minutes per class, plus home- 
work. Remote learning days will have 
asynchronous learning time in the morn- 
ing, with Zoom classes from 11:40 a.m. 
to 2:35 p.m. On Wednesdays, when 
students are all remote, there will be 
Zoom classes throughout the day with a 
25-minute lunch break. Under the new 
hybrid model, students will have approx- 
imately 216 minutes of learning per 
week per class. 

The COVID Support groupings will 
meet on either Monday and Thursday 
or Tuesdays and Fridays depending on 
which schedule day it is. It will not meet 
on Wednesdays to give students a break 
during the long remote day. This will be 
reevaluated during the quarter to deter- 
mine if students require more COVID 
support. The class provides students time 
to connect with their peers and group- 
ings will be based on which cohort stu- 
dents are in. 
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Students will need to attend the syn- 
chronous remote class or in-person class 
to marked present for that day. Any stu- 
dent more than five minutes late to a 
synchronous remote class will be marked 
absent. Students whoa re sick or can- 
not attend their in-person class for other 
legitimate reasons are allowed to access 
afternoon synchronous classes without 
penalty. Teachers and the grade level 
administrator must be emailed by the 
student if they won’t be in school phys- 
ically that day. Students will not be able 
to use this change if they are scheduled 
to complete an assessment including 
tests, presentations, or passing in a proj- 
ect. 

“Our sentiment is if a student is 
scheduled to be in-person and take a 
test that day...the student can’t at the 
last minute to go fully remote and take 
the test the next time they’re in school,” 
Smidy said. 

High needs students who have three 
or pull out classes on their IEPs will be 
invited for in-per instruction on all days 
of the week except Wednesday from 
7:45 to 11:15 a.m. Students with one or 
two classes per their [EPs will come to 
school in their designated in-person days 
based on cohorts. Life skills program 
students will continue to attend school 
for a full 7:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. school 
day Monday through Friday. 

Band, jazz band, concert band, the 
middle school band, chorus, chamber 
singers, and middle school chorus will 
all continue to meet remotely due to 
safety concerns. 

For full details on the hybrid plan 
and detailed schedules for how days will 
look after Dec. 2, visit www.hrhs.net. 
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A safe, happy 
Halloween 


s 1s the theme of the past eight months, 
Aititoses 2020 on Saturday, Oct. 31, 

isn’t going to be the same masquerade 
of witches and ghouls and popular movie char- 
acters parading the streets in search of tasty 
goodies as past years. Towns are taking differ- 
ent stances on how to handle trick-or-treating 
and events, but all local Boards of Health are 
consistent in their recommendations to make 
this year’s Halloween a safe experience for 
those choosing to participate. 

Residents should follow recommenda- 
tions from the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health and Centers for Disease Control 
and Protection if engaging in any Halloween 
activities on Saturday. It’s strongly encour- 
aged for no Halloween activities take place 
indoors. Keep a safe social distance from 
other groups while going from lit porch light 
to lit porch light. 

It is important to note a costume mask is 
not a substitute for a facemask or face cov- 
ering. All trick-or-treaters should be wearing 
a protective face mask in addition to a cos- 
tume mask for both their protection and the 
protection of others. The CDC recommends 
not wearing a costume mask over their cloth 
mask as it makes breathing more difficult and 
children under the age of 2 or anyone who 
has breathing trouble should not wear a mask. 
They recommended making a protective mask 
part of the costume. 

For those giving away candy, there should 
be no loose candy in a bowl. Candies should 
be put into bags for trick-or-treaters and 
left on the front yard, driveway, or steps for 
“srab and go” pickup. When preparing candy 
bags, make sure to sanitize hands before and 
after. For those picking up candy, carry alco- 
hol-based hand sanitizers with at least 60% 
alcohol and use it often, particularly after 
coming in contact with frequently touched 
surfaces and before eating candy. 

In lieu of gathering in person, host vir- 
tual pumpkin carving or costume contests. 
Decorate the lawn or outside of the house in 
areas people can enjoy festive decorations 
from a distance. Avoid crowded gatherings 
indoors, such as haunted houses, and for some 
outdoor activities, like hayrides, only attend 
them with members of your household. Active 
outdoors such as picking at an orchard or 
pumpkin patch, corn maze or scavenger hunt. 

Trick-or-treating can also be done in the 
safety of a family’s house. Hide treats around 
the house and in the yard and have the kid(s) 
see how many treats they can find successful- 
ly; hold a movie night for the family or meet 
friends on Zoom to show off costumes to one 
another. 

If someone is feeling unwell, has tested 
positive for COVID-19, has been exposed to 
someone with COVID-19, or has traveled to a 
state that is not classified as lower risk within 
the past 14 days, they should not stay home 
and refrain from participating in Halloween 
activities and refrain from handing out treats. 


What do you think? Send your letter to 
the editor to countryjournal@ turley.com. 





Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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Mask psychosis decried by subscriber 


“ll pretend your mask works if you 
pretend I’m wearing one” was a much 
welcomed common-ground-tension-relax- 
er throughout the Pioneer Valley this past 
summer that almost overpowered the cur- 
rent mask psychosis. Unfortunately, the 
Democrat oriented local media pulled out 
all stops to keep this tension relaxer from 
succeeding. 

Although masks are worthless in stop- 
ping any flu virus, masks do in fact provide a 
very essential visual needed by Democrats in 
maintaining a sense of urgency for keeping 


America locked down in order to destroy the 
nation’s economy before the November elec- 
tion. The engine that drives mask psychosis 
is the Democrat controlled local and national 
media. Once President Trump wins a second 
term Nov. 3, it would do well for the media 
to put an end to mask psychosis before any 
more damage is done by long-term wearing 
of a mask. Masks inhibit the flow of oxygen 
(hypoxia) and incubate bacteria. 


William Santy 
Subscriber 


Crocus: a great spring pick me up 


least 4 to 6 weeks before the 


hen I was a kid we IN THE 
had crocus growing in GARDEN ground freezes solid. These 
a rock garden behind “modified stems” should be sunk 


our house. They bloomed reli- 
giously, year after year, with lit- 
tle effort on our part. As a young 
adult working at Old Sturbridge 
Village, I saw a lot of crocus 
there, too. I loved to look for the 


el ae 
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twice as deep as they are thick, 
usually about four inches under- 
ground. Keep them that same 
distance apart from one another. 
: Sometimes it is difficult to tell 
| hee which end is “up.” Examine the 


bright yellows and purples in the Rents corm carefully and you will like- 
Towne and Fitch gardens, and A ly notice the start of a shoot or 


even inside the homes when they 
were forced into bloom in real- 
ly neat porcelain hedgehogs, modeled after 
period forcing pots! Hedgehogs aside, I hav- 
en’t had the same luck growing crocus in 
my own garden. Let’s take a crash course on 
crocus culture so that this harbinger of spring 
will be happy enough to stick around in my 
landscape and yours. 

Crocuses are hardy throughout most 
of the continental United States, zones 3-8. 
Northern gardeners love that they tolerate 
frost so well, and given the right circum- 
stances will actually do better here than if 
planted in warmer climates. In fact, those 
who garden in the South often enjoy crocus 
for only a single season, making them more 
of an annual instead of the perennial we are 
accustomed to. 

Most crocus species prefer a location 
that mimics their native habitat: one in 
which winters are moist and summers are 
dry. This is because they, and others that 
fall under the category of “spring flowering 
bulbs,” go through a period of dormancy 
during the summer months. Since they are 
resting and not actively growing, they need 
to be kept dry; excess moisture will cause 
them to rot. 

A full sun to partial shade situation is 
best for crocus and will encourage them 
to produce prolific, strong blossoms. 
Remember just how early in the season they 
bloom; many locations that wouldn’t work 
in summer are just fine in March-, under 
deciduous trees, for example, since they 
have yet to produce their leaves. 

Plant crocus corms in the autumn, at 
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two poking through a fibrous, 
papery covering on one side and 
a base plate with the remnants of the pre- 
vious year’s roots on the other. Now that 
you know what to look for, planting them 
correctly is easy. 

New crocus corms form above old 
corms each year. Keep a bed of crocus thriv- 
ing by digging them up during dorman- 
cy and replanting them at the proper depth 
every third or fourth year. Tiny “cormlets” 
can be divided from the mother plant during 
this time as well. Usually they will take four 
or more years to produce blossoms. 

Crocus corms are especially tasty to 
rodents. There are all kinds of tactics one 
can use to try and keep the buggers from 
eating them. Some gardeners go through the 
trouble of making little cages out of chicken 
wire and planting the corms inside. Others 
surround the corms with sharp gravel to dis- 
courage the animal from digging them up. 
There are also a number of deterrents, nat- 
ural and otherwise, on the market that may 
be worth a try if you have a severe enough 
problem. 

Now that I’ve had a refresher course on 
the basic requirements for crocus growing, 
Pll likely try again. Hopefully you will too! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy @turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 


EDITORIAL 
POLICY 


Letters to the editor 
should be 500 words 
or less in length. We 
require letter writers 
to include his or 
her name, town of 
residence and home 
telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior 
to publication. We 
RESenve the Let 
to edit or withhold 
any submissions 
deceived »t0. vbe 
libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation 
Ol (character and 
offensive language. 
All unknown or 
EUUNeuel eke wus aunt! 
quotations offered 
by the author need 
COmeeIteueChe Gio lies 
unbiased sources. 

Mail letter to 
Country Journal, 
22 Water street, 
Palmer, MA 01069 
or mail your letter 
to: countryjournal @ 
turley.com. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


adel cezar<tsyomr- mm e)alelcomtareut 
recently ran in one of 
‘ol am ol0] 0) | (er=1i Le) alse © (om Ke) 


newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


ISSN NO. 0747-2471 





Country 
Journal 


The Country Journal (USPS 
483-550) is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283- 
8393, Fax (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Peter Spotts 
pspotts@turley.com 


STAFF WRITER 
Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
John Baskin 
joaskin@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ Country Journal 


WEB 
countryjournal.turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 








Country Journal © Thursday, October 29, 2020 


OPINION 


page 5 





By Anne S. Warner 


hen I was a child, water from 
a faucet was a novelty. Like 
many small farms in those 


days, we depended on a dug well for all 
our water. Getting the water from well to 
house depended on several factors, most- 
ly time and money, and the fact that there 
might be no electricity to power a pump. 
Hand pumps were an option, perhaps in 
a well-room or pumphouse, or even at the 
kitchen sink. Few farmers could afford to 
pipe water long distances; a good spring 
or well on the top of a hill might warrant 
it because it had the advantage of grav- 
ity feed. The old-timers told of a clever 
device called a ram which used the ener- 
gy of flowing water to push water up a 
pipe and into a cistern. This, of course, 
required living near a stream with a reli- 
able water supply. 

On our farm the well was some dis- 
tance from the buildings, and there was 
no pump or piping. The water was either 
hauled up on a windlass or hand-over- 
hand, and carried in buckets to house and 


By Deborah Daniels 


atch for that fine, full 
Halloween moon this week- 
end. It’s guaranteed to bring 


the spooks out. Halloween is a time to 
celebrate bats. Yes, they hold a special 
place in horror movies scaring us, as Bela 
Lugosi in his portrayal of Count Dracula, 
released in 1931, showed us. Bats became 
a fright standard in Hollywood. While 
there are only three species of vampire 
bats, that is out of a total of 1,200 bat 
species. So, you can sleep tonight, those 
vampire bats live in South America and 
it is horse and cattle blood they drink, not 
human. What about ordinary bats? More 
like extraordinary, with their ability to 
roost — that is sleep upside down — fly 
with wings that are made up of finger 
bones that enable flight that is so much 
more maneuverable than bird wings, and 
to live in harmony with thousands of 
other bats and still recognize their own 
baby from among the masses of bats they 
live with. Amazing! Each bat has its own 
unique toeprint just like our fingerprints. 

“Restless wings begin to itch - 
excitements at a fever pitch. At last it’s 
time, and with a sigh, we hustle out - to 
fly in a diamond pitched sky.’ — From 
Bats at the Ballgame by Brian Lies 

That is the scene in a Texas cave, 
Bracken Cave to be exact, as millions 
of bats fly out at dusk to find dinner. 
Weather forecasters told Texans storm 
clouds were brewing, only viewers called 
in to say no storm clouds in sight. It was 
swarms of bats meeting swarms of moths 
riding the winds to attack crop lands that 
confused the satellite picture. They don’t 
make those mistakes anymore, thanks to 
bat researchers, and Bracken Cave has 
the largest bat colony on the planet. It is 
a maternity ward, where female bats go 
to have their babies. Bats usually have 
just one pup often raised in a maternity 


HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Well Water 


barn. Our well was probably ten feet or 
so deep, but we children knew of some 
abandoned wells where it took several 
breath-holding seconds before a pebble 
plinked on the water below. These wells 
were all lined meticulously with field 
stone. It was not until I was much older 
that I gave thought to the men who dug 
those wells, a product of clever engineer- 
ing and back-breaking labor, using pick 
and shovel. Dirt and stones had to be 
hauled up and out, the shaft kept vertical 
with plumbing rods, the diameter with 
trimming rods. Framework was needed 
to keep the walls from caving in. Water 
was bailed out until flow was assured, 
and then again so the mason could lay 
the first courses of stone, which had to 
be lowered to him. Then a scaffold was 
needed so he could lay the rest. 

In winter if the water level in a well 
was fairly near the surface, a heavy buck- 
et had to be flipped down on a rope sev- 
eral times before the crust of ice was bro- 
ken, and the resulting pails full were half 
water, half chunks of ice. There were 
times, when the water had splashed and 


frozen on the sides of the well repeatedly 
for weeks, that the bucket barely found 
its way up and down through the narrow 
tunnel. Since most wells were open, or 
scantily roofed, they had to be cleaned 
once a year. The water itself was usually 
not too deep, so this could be done in hip 
boots, the skinniest man or boy clam- 
bering down on the stonework, a rope 
around his waist, sending up buckets of 
dead leaves and muck, and the occasional 
snake. After this project, the water had 
to settle for a day or two, and it might be 
necessary to fetch clear water for house- 
hold use. Fetching or hauling water was 
not uncommon, since some shallow wells 
tended to go dry, depending on the sea- 
son and the weather. Fortunately, even 
though horses were becoming rare, the 
old roadside watering troughs were not; 
they were maintained by the town and 
always filled with clean spring water. 
Most of them have now been closed or 
abandoned for years. 

So, the question arises: how safe 
was it to drink water from these old wells, 
which were often open to the weather? 


Night Patrol 


colony. Gestation time is variable from 
40 days to six months. That cave con- 
tains a huge amount of bat guano that 
acts like a stove heating the cave as bac- 
teria breaks down the guano. Bat guano 
has fired more than a cave in history. 
Civil War soldiers collected bat guano for 
its Nitrogen content, which is the main 
ingredient in salt peter, from which they 
made gunpowder. Bats live in caves and 
abandoned buildings and many a quiet 
attic. 

There are no bats in the polar 
regions or extreme deserts. They do live 
everywhere else. They survive winter 
by migrating south, some hibernate the 
whole winter and some go into torpor, a 
state of regulated hypothermia that can 
last a few hours to months. They adapt 
their energy needs to the climate. This 
is thought to help explain how they can 
survive for 30 to 40 years. It would be 
helpful given our trend towards a warm- 
er climate. Most bats eat insects, fruit 
and nectar. There are some carnivorous 
bats that eat fish, frogs, birds and lizards. 
They definitely are nighttime pollinators, 
dispersing plant and tree seeds wherev- 
er they dine. Rain forests rely on them 
to spread seeds. Bats are very efficient 
insect killers. Honestly, now who loves 
a mosquito? Large farms across America 
save millions of dollars using bats as nat- 
ural pesticides instead of spraying chem- 
icals. 

Some bats locate prey by echolo- 
cation. They use a high-pitched chirp 
to bounce off prey back to their large 
ears, which enables them to triangulate 
the prey’s location. We can’t hear these 
chirps, outside of our hearing range, 
which we should be thankful for, because 
as the bat gets closer to the prey, the 
chirping gets faster and it would be deaf- 
ening to listen to. Bats themselves can 
dampen the sound according to research- 
ers. Many bats have phenomenal night 





Bats flying in the night. Online graphic 
vision others have normal vision, but 
they are not blind. One other myth to 
bust, they do not fly towards your hair. 

Now about those sharp teeth. Bats 
do not bite humans, but they will defend 
themselves. If you find a bat in your 
house, experts recommend you leave an 
exit door or windows open so that the 
trapped bat can escape. Do not handle 
the bat unless you have leather protective 
gloves on. Stay close to the walls as bats 
fly in a swooping U pattern and they will 
land on high locations. Give the bat time 
and it will fly out. The open-door policy 
works, I can attest. 

We gave them white nose syn- 
drome in 2006. It is thought that a hiker 
from Europe brought this disease into 
the USA on hiking gear. It is a fungal 
disease that creates an itchy nose and 
mouth on hibernating bats. They wake 
up and fly out to a freezing cold world 





Although old town records list chol- 
era epidemics, I suspect this was due to 
poor sanitation. I never knew of anyone 
in the country towns of my childhood 
who was poisoned or sickened by well 
water. There was plenty of open land, 
and little chance of anyone else’s suspect 
drainage seeping into the groundwater. 
Furthermore, we were not plagued by the 
accumulation of detergents, organic pes- 
ticides, and road salt in the soil. The for- 
mer had not been invented, and it hadn’t 
occurred to anyone yet that more than a 
few sprinkles of sand were needed on the 
steeper hills in winter. 

Deep drilled wells are now the norm, 
and even a necessity for modern life- 
styles. Water from shallow wells must 
be used with great care, and in certain 
seasons, even rationed. Modern conve- 
niences such as dishwashers and auto- 
matic washers, and daily showers for all 
the family would have sucked the average 
hand-dug well dry in a week. 

Anne Warner is a former Goshen 
resident who currently resides in Enfield, 
CL 


A bat box built to ile bate | in the woods, 
it has slits on the bottom for bats to enter 
the box. Submitted photo by Deborah Daniels 


with no chance of food and die. There is 
no cure. Researchers were very alarmed 
that bat numbers were being decimated. 
So many conservationists started to make 
bat boxes available to shelter bats. See 
bat box photo. Bats are also suffering 
from habitat loss and from wind turbine 
accidents and interference with migration 
patterns. 

So, when the clock strikes midnight 
and all the evil things have full sway, let 
the bats feast on in a good way. Leave 
the vampires to Bram Stoker, Anne Rice 
and Stephanie Myers. Stay inside and 
read StellaLuna under a bright light. 
Happy Haunting. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal @turley.com. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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The Hilltown Hikers paid a visit to D. Lyman Farm and the 
W. Lyman farm and residence on an autumn afternoon. The 
D. Lyman Farm burned down in 1927, while W. Lyman farm 
was abandoned when the Knightville Dam was built, but the 
hikers believed it burned down before then. Hikers included 
Greg Diehl, Michele Kenney, Liz Massa, Karen McTaggart, 
and Chef John Slattery. Submitted photos 
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ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
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make this 

publication 
possible. 
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you saw their 
ad in the 


Country 
Journal 


first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


Joy Salvini 


Broker Associate 


VA 


COMPASS 
Chester Office: 585 Rt. 20 
(413) 351-5277 the JOY 


email: Joy.Salvini@comcast.net Of Buying or 
Each office independently owned and operated Selling a Home 


Experience 


JaMESon’S Hicu Mrapow Farm 


PICK YOUR OWN 


APPLES 


Many varieties available! 
Great Family Fun! 
410 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA ¢ 413-354-9609 
Open Daily 9am -4pm | f 
Oxo! |B (o) mi e)(e7 dave Mexe)aveliicola-melaremeicell(ele)(-mYeli(=1 (ms 


Country Journal © Thursday, October 29, 2020 


BLANDFORD 








=—_ 
r a3 
Ve ae aut 
a 


= 
“a. 
v 

ie 


Petition gathering support for 
Cobble mountain Road opening 


BLANDFORD — There is a peti- 
tion circulating online for residents to 
sign to re-open Cobble Mountain Road. 
This is an effort that Pat Daviau holds 
close. 

Cobble Mountain Road has been 
closed to through traffic since the 2002 
terrorist attacks in New York City, 
Washington D.C. and Pennsylvania. 
The road goes over the Cobble 
Mountain Reservoir dam, the largest 
earthen dam in the states. 

The demand for access is primarily 
based on public safety, and the need 
for the ability to travel that route in any 
emergency. Additionally, during these 
stressful times, the need to stay active 


COVID 


There was no new information 
immediately available Tuesday. 

“We have received a new case 
each day since last Wednesday, 
October 21,” said Board of Health 
member Jennifer Girard at the select 
board meeting on Monday, Oct. 26. 
“Some of those cases started out as a 
contact and have since become con- 
firmed.” 

She asked the board “What can we 
do to reduce the outbreak?” 

According to the Massachusetts 
Department of Health, the definition 
of a high-risk city or town is based on 
an average of daily cases per hundred 
thousand. 

Since Blandford is a small town, 
not quite 1,200, the cases would be 
counted on a base of 100. With that 
being said, “We are heading fast into 
the red zone,’ said Girard. 

At this time, the Board of Health 
strongly urges everyone to take a step 
back and focus on what can be done 
to reduce an even higher risk of an 
outbreak during winter and fall activi- 
ties. The board has provided guidelines 
from the state for reducing Halloween 
activities and events. 

“T am not sure we should be mov- 
ing forward due to the current out- 
break,” said Girard. 

This has had a definite impact on 
adults, teens, children young and old. 

“I know first-hand how this has 
impacted businesses and home life. I 
also know that there are people who 
don’t take this epidemic seriously, but 
I can say that when we start having 
recordable cases each day for six days 
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locally out of doors is more pressing 
than ever. 

Town Administrator Joshua 
A. Garcia in a recent update asked 
Blandford residents to consider sending 
a letter to Commissioner of DCAMM 
requesting to open the road for public 
safety and to not convey any portion 
of the road to Springfield Water and 
Sewer. Letters should be sent to Carol 
Gladstone, Commissioner, Division 
of Capital Asset Management, One 
Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108. 

Daviau’s petition to support the 
opening of Cobble Mountain Road 
can be found by searching online for 
Cobble Mountain Petition. 
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straight, when we stayed at three cases 
for close to a year; we need to look at 
what we can do. People have become 
relaxed,’ she said. 

She added that things have become 
lax at the town offices; the sign in book 
was cited. 

Discussing Halloween, Girard 
said she wanted to hear from the select 
board regarding any Halloween activ- 
ity. 

The initial idea was to have tables 
at the Post Office and the Recreation 
Committee would hand out bags to 
people as they drive through. 

Recreation Committee member 
Joann Martin said, “I feel like Jennifer 
has a very legitimate reason for us not 
stick our necks out there,” 

“T’m [The Board of Health] not 
cancelling Halloween,” said Girard. 
“That’s a parent’s decision.” However, 
it looks to the community is a con- 
cern when there’s an activity that could 
potentially create clusters with a town 
committee, Girard added Tuesday 
morning. 

Planning board member Michael 
Hutchins said he understood that 
the Board of Health was looking to 
the board for leadership and without 
adequate data it would be difficult. 
According to Girard, the cases are “all 
over the board,’ and not from one spe- 
cific incident. 

Other information provided is 
that ice skating Rinks and facilities 
are closed as of Oct. 23, through Nov. 
7, due to numerous outbreaks tracing 
back to hockey games, practices and 
tournaments. 


“Submissions are always welcome. 
Send us your engagement, wedding, baby, 


anniversary and graduation news and photos. 


Country Journal 
“* 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


*» « email: countryjournal@turley.com 
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RUSSELL 





FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CELEBRATED AT HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
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On Sunday, Oct. 25, the Holy Family Parish family celebrated the First Holy Communion of 
Theodore and Annabelle Speckles of Wyben. Paul and Lucy Speckles are the proud parents 
of these wonderful young children. Congratulations Theodore and Annabelle! The Holy 
Family Parish parishioners are all very proud of and happy for your family. Pictured are 
Annabelle and Theodore Speckles with brothers, Max and Thomas and parents, Paul and 


Lucy. 


Submitted photo 


Town trick-or-treating runs 5-8 p.m. 


RUSSELL — The town will still be 
having the annual trick-or-treating this 
year. Hours are from 5 to 8 p.m. This is 
not a Town run event and is complete- 
ly at the discretion of the participants. 
Residents who wish to participate are 
asked to leave their outside lights on. 


VOTERS 


The first three articles all per- 
tained to the short-term rental by-law, 
in which the Town can enforce one or 
more of the approved articles. These 
articles address the transfer of occupan- 
cy of a room; this includes a bed and 
breakfast establishment, hotel, lodging 
house, short-term rental, or motel. The 
first article authorizes the imposition 
of an excise tax for the establishments 
mentioned, this tax rate can be no more 
than six percent of the total amount of 
rent for each occupancy. Both articles 
two and three approve the imposition of 
a community impact fee of no more than 
three percent of the total amount of rent 
or transfer of occupancy of a profession- 
ally managed unit that is located within 
Town, or a short-term rental unit located 
in a two family or three family dwelling. 

Board of Selectmen Chairman 
John Baldasaro said these three articles 
are the steppingstones of continuing 
with the short-term rental bylaws and 
that not all three need to be implement- 
ed. Town Administrator, Kathe Warden 
added by accepting all three articles the 
town can choose to implement one or 
two as they best benefit the town. The 
fees would be included while booking 
and renting the space, and while all three 
are similar they are looked at differently 
due to language. Residents questioned 
why all three fees were being consid- 
ered, before Baldasaro explained the 
town won’t be automatically enforcing 
all three. 

“Tt is confusing so we’re just taking 
baby steps,’ Warden said. “And hopeful- 
ly along the way we’ll get it right.” 

All three articles were accepted, and 
the board will decide which one will 
best for the town’s needs. 

Another topic that was dis- 
cussed was the former Elementary 
School building across the street from 
the Town Hall. People were wondering 
the viability of the building and the uses 
it could have for the town. The building 


To ensure everyone can have a safe and 
fun time, please follow the recommend- 
ed CDC Guidelines for trick-or-treating 
safely. Remember to wear masks and to 
social distance. 

There will be no town run events 
held for Halloween this year. 
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has windows around 30 years old, but 
still in good condition, and it has a new 
roof as well. 

Residents wondered about the 
heating system, as it’s an older build- 
ing, and the town is currently paying to 
replace the Town Hall’s original boiler. 
Tax Collector Mary Ann Pease explained 
the building does have heat and it runs, 
but as to making repairs or replacements 
the town won’t know until they own it. 
Articles seven through nine addressed 
the topic of accepting the building now, 
rather than spending a lot amount of 
money and time to receive it through 
foreclosure. The Selectmen expressed 
that the town will end up owning the 
property anyway, but it’s better to own it 
sooner with less money rather than later. 

“The property would go to the 
town by tax title through foreclosure, 
but receiving it this way takes month and 
will require lawyer fees. It goes through 
land court and we would still end up 
forgiving the taxes and owning the prop- 
erty,’ Warden said. “Instead of doing it 
later and spending more money, we’ll do 
it sooner. The next few steps are to move 
forward with a quote and purchase. Once 
we own it, we can go inside and inspect 
it to figure out how we can use it.” 

Article 7 authorized the accep- 
tance of the title for the property, mean- 
ing payment in full of outstanding taxes, 
where Article 8 accepts the deed of the 
property. The town will be accepting the 
deed instead of the property foreclosing, 
saving the town more money. Article 
9 transfers the management, care, and 
custody of the property to the Board of 
Selectmen. Also, it transfers the purpose 
of the property from a tax possession 
to general municipal purposes. These 
articles were accepted after the residents 
were assured once the town owns the 
building, the future use for it will be 
brought to another town meeting for the 
residents to be involved with the deci- 
sion. 
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WILLIAMSBURG 








Williamsburg Players directors Ken Borden, 
co-director Trish LaFreniere have helped prepare three audio plays for Halloween night. 
Submitted photo by Jenn Burdick Photography 


Williamsburg Players presents 
Halloween performances 


WILLIAMSBURG — Listen, for 
those who dare, to three spooky audio 
plays performed by the Williamsburg 
Players, available on Halloween night via 
YouTube and Facebook. 

The plays are “The Canterville 
Ghost” by Oscar Wilde and directed by 
Ken Borden, “Evening Primrose” written 
by John Collier and directed by David 


By Shelby Macri 


WORTHINGTON — The Recreation 
committee asked the Board of Health for 
permission to hold a simple and brief 
parade on Halloween, Saturday, Oct. 
31, at 4 p.m. The parade route starts at 
the Fire Station and will go to the R.H. 
Conwell Elementary School. 

The Recreation Committee is work- 
ing with the Fire Department, who will 
lead the route with an engine, and the 
Police Department, who will provide 
road detail. No other groups or vehicles 
will be in the parade in order to mini- 
mize the amount of people involved and 
the contact between them. The Board of 
Health approved the parade as long as the 
Recreation Committee has rules in place. 

These rules include wearing face 
masks, staying socially distant, and try- 
ing to sanitize and disinfect as much as 


Glenda Cresto, David Bickford, and writer 


Bickford, and “The Veil Is Thin” written 
by Haydenville resident Trish LaFreniere 
and directed by Glenda Cresto. 

Lock the doors, pull down the shades 
and gather together to listen to these three 
Halloween tales. To access the perfor- 
mances, visit Williamsburg Players on 
Facebook or contact burgyplayers @ 
gmail.com. 





ISOUES 


them awhile to respond, but they were 
overwhelmed with the storm. I think they 
just had so much going on in other plac- 
es. 

Springman said there are communi- 
cation issues 1n some parts of town and 
the department is monitoring state initia- 
tives to improve services and infrastruc- 
ture for cell phones, particularly for first 
responders. He said any large-scale disas- 
ters should have some contact because of 
state communications, radio, and repeater 
systems in place at Framingham, but the 
everyday issues are more of a nuisance for 
the department. The department is work- 
ing with Town Administrator Charlene 
Nardi for having the station go cellular in 
the event phones go down during a storm. 

“Any large-scale disaster we’d prob- 
ably have some communication with the 
outside world,’ Springman said. “It’s more 
the everyday stuff. I don’t know what the 
answer is yet. Everybody’s kind of waiting 
to see if the state’s going to change fre- 
quencies or something.” 

The department did respond to a fire 
on Main Street, and saved the building. 
While the house requires some rewiring 
and repair work, the building was saved. 

“We got into the basement and found 
there was a pretty involved fire in a crawl 
space. We were able to extinguish it,” 
Springman said. 

The department is also interested in 
transitioning from its three-engine setup 
to incorporating a tanker into its arse- 
nal. Springman said one of the ideas the 
department had is to retrofit Engine 2 from 
a two-person cab fire engine into a pseu- 
do-tanker. He confirmed for Selectman 
Bill Sayre that a tanker would fit in the 
current layout of the new public safety 


WORTHINGTON 
Halloween festivities see parade return 


possible. The Recreation Committee will 
have hand sanitizer available to help keep 
attendees safe, but also advises attend- 
ees can stay in their parked car if they’re 
concerned about being around others. The 
Board of Health explained that over the 
past seven months the town has had a total 
of two positive results, both being more 
than four weeks ago. The town has had 
numerous negative results during these 
months. The board has also posted a guid- 
ance on the town website for the parade 
and the upcoming holiday. 

These tips include instructions for 
door to door trick or treating as the board 
advises limit contact, and to use hand 
sanitizer after each house visit. Trick-or- 
treating will take place on from 4 to 8:30 
p.m. and those wanting to participate can 
leave their porch light on. All participants 
need to wear masks and stay social distant 
amongst others who are trick-or-treating. 


CHESTER 





Trunk-or-treat opens at 5 p.m. Saturday 


CHESTER — The Recreation 
Committee is hosting a trunk-or-treat 
on Halloween night at the Emery Street 
Ballfield from 5 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 31. 

All cars will be parked in the lower 
field by the pavilion. Volunteers will be 
directing cars where to park to decorate 
vehicles. The committee would like all 
trunk-or-treaters decorating cars or receiv- 
ing treats to follow the following guide- 
lines to make this event as safe and fun as 
possible. 

All treats must be prepackaged. If 
possible, please leave treats in treat con- 
tainer after handling. Leave treats out for 
24 hours before distributing to trunk or 
treaters. 

All treats need to be handed to trunk 
or treaters individually. There will be a 


limited number of candy scoops for par- 
ticipants to have at their vehicle to pass out 
treats if someone wants to limit contact. 
There will be no digging in treat bowls 
allowed. 

Only one family receiving treats at a 
time per vehicle is allowed. Volunteers will 
be directing trunk-or-treaters when it is 
safe to proceed to the next vehicle. 

Social distancing guidelines need to 
be followed and wearing a mask would be 
greatly appreciated. 

If someone would like to bring a jack- 
o-lantern to the field for the Recreation 
Committee to light, please do so between 
4 and 5 p.m. If someone would like to 
decorate their trunk or volunteer, please 
contact Kathy Engwer at kathyeee @ gmail. 
com or Stephanie Bodendorf at sboden- 
dorf01011@ gmail.com. 


The Halloween Parade will start off 
the holiday celebrations and is a good 
alternative to celebrating at home, while 
staying safe among others. The town has 
done Halloween parades before, but they 
haven’t held one in a number of years. 
This will be the first parade in a while 
and the Recreation Committee would 
like to try to make this an annual event. 
Additionally, the parade is on a set, short 
path through town for people to come and 
enjoy. It will not be making stops at pri- 
vate home gatherings in town. 

Those attending the parade will need 
to sign in for contract tracing, if it’s need- 
ed, and should leave the grounds once 
the parade is finished. The committee 
wants to hold a public event to raise peo- 
ple’s spirits for the holiday, but they want 
everyone in attendance to be safe as well. 
Board of Health guidelines are available 
online at worthington-ma.us. 
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complex designs. 

“We don’t have a tanker in town. 
There’s some type of mathematical for- 
mula for how much water we can move 
over a 20-minute period. It might give 
us a better rating,’ Springman explained. 
“It’s something we already knew that 
we're looking at for the future... That’s 
something we’ve been looking at for a few 
years.” 

The Board also decided to accept 
applicants for Senior and Veterans 
Volunteer Tax Relief Program above 
the usual cutoff due to a lack of applica- 
tions this year. Administrative Assistant 
Eleanor Warnock said usually there’s a 
max of $50,000 income for applicants, 
with preference given to those under 
$32,000, but the town didn’t receive 
enough applications to fill all the available 
slots. 

“T think this year because it so differ- 
ent and difficult...we do approve everyone 
and not make a rule this year because it 1s 
so strange, and then look at it next year,” 
Selectman Denise Banister said. 

Nardi also recommended the approv- 
al. Nine applications were approved at 
$1,500 each. The Senior Volunteer Tax 
Relief Program allows eligible taxpay- 
ers to receive a reduction in their proper- 
ty taxes in exchange for volunteer work 
for the Town. The reduction may be for 
up to $1,500 per household per year and 
is based on the hours worked and a rate 
equal to the Massachusetts minimum 
wage. The work year is Nov. 1, 2020, to 
Oct. 31, 2021. Applications will continue 
be accepted as space allows. 

“There is lots of room in the veterans’ 
program and a few slots left in the senior 
tax work off,’ Nardi said. 


Marijuana bylaw 
amendment 
hearing Oct. 30 


WORTHINGTON The 
Worthington Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing for a pro- 
posed Medical/Adult Marijuana 
Bylaw Amendment to the Zoning 
Bylaws on Friday, Oct. 30, at 6 p.m. 

The Planning Board will 
also hold a public hearing for a 
proposed Reorganization of the 
Zoning Bylaws on Friday, Nov.13, 
at 6 p.m. 

Remote public access is avail- 
able via phone, computer, tablet, 
or smartphone for both hearings. 
Call-in numbers and online meet- 
ing access details are available on 
the town website, worthington-ma. 
us. 





News, photo publication policy 


As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. 
While we try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever 
space allows, space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. 
Our policy is to limit publication of upcoming events to one article in ” 
advance of the event and, space permitting, a second brief reminder article 
the week prior to an event, and to run those articles in only one section of the 
paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously. 

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. 
Whenever copy for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take 
priority, and public service copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve 


allows. 


the right to edit for style and space, and are under no obligation to print lists 
of sponsorships, or articles that arrive after deadline, unless time and space 


Deadline is Monday at NOON, on holidays it is Friday at 2 p.m. 
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3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 


Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 






































CLUES ACROSS (abbr.) 

1. Engine additive 24. Sheep disease 

4.Undemanding 25. Male term of 

8.“ your endearment 
enthusiasm” 26. United 

10. Well-known = 27. Popular TV 
island host 2. south Pacific 

11 Not saintly 34. Overnighters island country 

12. Habitual 39. Beloved British 3. Shrub of the 

13. Central parts princess olive family 
of church 36. Obtains from 4. Establish the 
buildings 3/7. Third Mughal truth of 

15. Trust Emperor 5. Unfettered 

16. Intestinal 38. Shares the 6. Originations 

17. Deep-bodied opinion of 7. Famed English 
fish 39. Central park 

18. Live up to European river 9. Sheep’s cry 
expectations 40. Feudal estates 10. Danced 

21. Snag 41. KU hoops 12. More 

22. Partner tohaw — coach Bill upstanding 

23. General’s 42. Spreads out 14. Upstate NY 
assistant for drying airport (abbr.) 


Susan 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Picturesque 
































































































































43. “The Partridge 15. Type of lettuce 
Family” actress 17. Place to calla 


pint 

19. Backs 

20. Partner to 
cheese 

23. Makes it there 

24. Value 

25. One’s 
convictions 

26. Former CIA 

27. Clashed 

28. Affirmative 

29. Journalist 
Tarbell 

30. Athletic shoes 

31. Roof style 

32. Make possible 

33. Make less 
dense 

34. Healthy food 

36. Silly 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
) © Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 
413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


HEATING INC. 


Generations Since 196 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, rest and relax 
now because it may be 
a bumpy ride over the 
next few days. Rely on 
your energy reserves to 
make it through. Things 
will calm down soon 
enough. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, allow friends to 
lavish attention on you. 
You deserve a little more 
time in the limelight 
because of all the hard 
work you have been 
putting in. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 
Gemini, by making 
yourself more vulnera- 
ble, you can show oth- 
ers how you are com- 
passionate and in tune 
with your softer side. 
This may help create 
alliances. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, try a new and 
interesting hobby that 
aligns with your current 
interests. Don’t worry 
if it has nothing to do 
with your profession. It’s 
okay to branch out. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Make some changes to 
your wellness routine, 
Virgo. Changes could 
help you feel better in 
your daily life and set 
the course for many 
positive things in the 
future. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

It is always good know- 
ing someone has your 
back, Virgo. This can be 
a best friend, a romantic 
partner, a family mem- 
ber, or even a colleague. 
It is a relief to have sup- 
port. 


Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Libra, a pleasant routine 
is essential for improv- 
ing your mood and out- 
look. It’s easier to han- 
dle stressful situations 
when you make smart 
choices. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

There are many things 
happening around you, 
and it is best to focus on 
the positives even in the 
most hectic times. Im- 
merse yourself in your 
favorite hobbies. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

Being in tune with your 
feelings is a very good 
thing this week, Sagit- 
tarius. It can help you 
focus on goals that will 
make you happy and 
avoid situations that 
make you upset. 


more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 


CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 

You are a natural lead- 
er who prefers over- 
seeing projects to get- 
ting your hands dirty. 
But to strengthen au- 
thority, you sometimes 
have to handle some of 
the nuts and bolts. 


AQUARIUS 
Jan 21/Feb 18 

Now is the time to 
increase your income 
rather than the pres- 
sure on you. That 
means thinking out- 
side the box in terms 
of additional work. 
Consider self-employ- 
ment. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 
Pisces, most of the 
time you like making 
your contributions from 
the background. But 
lately you are ready to 
step into the spotlight. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS inc 


az 
CARQUEST 
> 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


Call “DALE” 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service »* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses 
8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 


Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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MIDDLEFIELD 





Trick-or-treating starts 5 p.m. Saturday 


MIDDLEFIELD — The Selectboard 
has set the Trick or Treat Halloween hours 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 31. 
Residents who want to provide treats to the 
children should have their outside lights on. 

Be safe and practice social distancing 
and wear a mask to protect candy givers 


and the children. 

The Town would also like to remind 
its residents that the current gathering 
restrictions are maximum of 50 guests for 
an outdoor event and 25 for an indoor gath- 
ering. Masks and social distancing regula- 
tions apply to both types of events. 


MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior Center, 
169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, each 


Wednesday at noon. 


A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 


message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are available. 

The menu on Wednesday, Nov.4, is 
fish sandwich with steamed green beans, 
clam chowder, hamburger roll, and fresh 
fruit. 


WESTHAMPTON 
Town Hall hosting drive thru trick-or-treat 


WESTHAMPTON — Halloween 
festivities will be held on the traditional 


day of Saturday, Oct. 31. 


There will be a drive through 
event for Westhampton children in cos- 
tumes. Prebagged candy will be handed 
out curbside in front of the town hall. 
Participants are asked to remain in their 


vehicles. The Halloween event will be 
from 4 to 6 p.m. 

All are asked to approach and depart 
from the town hall slowly and cautious- 
ly. Standard COVID-19 safety protocols 
should be followed, such as wearing a 
cloth facial mask and maintaining social 
distance between others. 
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GOSHEN 





Mask, sand assistance for seniors 


GOSHEN — The Goshen COA 
wants to assist any senior who would 
like a mask or some sand for when the 
winter weather comes. Call Henrietta 
for these items 413-268-7465. 

Evelyn has a good number of 


books including James Patterson, Mary 
Higgins Clark, Dean Koontz, etc., if 
anyone is interested. 

The muscle strengthening classes 
with Joan continues on Wednesdays via 
Zoom. 


Curbside turkey dinner reservations 


GOSHEN — The Goshen COA 
board has decided to have a curbside 
turkey dinner. Seniors will be able to 
pick up a complete turkey dinner at 
the town hall on Tuesday, Nov. 10, 
between 11:30 a.m. and noon. 

The charge will be $5 per meal. 
Please call Evelyn 413-268-3316 to 


make a reservation. If someone is not 
able to come to the town hall and pick 
it up, the COA will have some driv- 
ers to deliver around 12:30 p.m. There 
will not be any extras so please make 
reservations by Nov. 4. The meal will 
be cooked and served from the Spruce 
Corner Restaurant. 


MONTGOMERY 





Wowbrary brings library updates weekly 


MONTGOMERY — Wowbrary 
has come to the library. This week- 
ly email newsletter lets patrons know 
what’s new on the shelves. Be among 
the first to know about the library’s 
new arrivals and when there’s some- 
thing of interest, patrons will be able to 
click instantly and place a hold on their 
favorite(s). 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Of course, like everything else 
in the library, this service is free. Just 
go to wowbrary.org and sign up for 
the Grace Hall Memorial Library feed. 
Patrons can also receive newsletters for 
other local libraries as well. Any ques- 
tions can be directed to the library at 
413-862-3894 or montgomerylibrary @ 
yahoo.com. 





The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
TOWN OF WILLIAMSBURG 
Office of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

A Public Hearing will be 
held at 9:30 AM on Tuesday, 
November 10, 2020 to 
consider the following appli- 
cation: The application of 5 
Main Street LLC and Stanley 
Oliver 7, LLC of 5 & 7 Main 
St, Williamsburg, MA for a 
Variance, as required by 
Section 9.0b of the Zoning 
Bylaw of the Town of 
Williamsburg, to convey 882 
SF +/- from 5 Main St to 7 
Main St and to convey 2464 
SF +/- from 7 Main St to 5 
Main St, which will make the 
building at 5 Main St less 
non-conforming as to set- 
back and eliminate a building 


BUSINESS 


>; = 


encroachment located at 5 
& 7 Main St., Williamsburg 
identified as Assessors Map 
J, Lots 131, 132 & 133. The 
hearing will be conducted 
by teleconference on the 
ZOOM platform. Copies 
of the application and Log- 
in information can be found 
at www.burgy.org under 
Calendars for November 10, 
2020. 

Charles Dudek, Chairman 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
10/22, 10/29/2020 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 
TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
PLANNING BOARD 
The Worthington Planning 
Board will hold a pub- 
lic hearing for a proposed 
Reorganization of the Zoning 


Bylaws 

The Hearing will be held 
Friday, November 13, 2020 
at 6 PM. Remote public 
access is available via phone 
or computer. The link to the 
meeting and the proposed 
text of the bylaw can be found 
on the Town website’s com- 
munity calendar — by clicking 
on the date of the meeting. 
A copy of the text of the pro- 
posed bylaw may also be 
obtained by calling the Town 
Clerk at 413 238-5577 ext. 
110. 
10/22, 10/29/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and Family 
Court 
50 State Street 


Springfield, MA 01103 istration. THE MASSACHUSETTS 
(413)748-7758 IMPORTANT NOTICE UNIFORM PROBATE 
Docket No. HD20P1732EA You have the right to obtain a CODE (MUPC) 


Estate of: 

John James Rhodes, Jr. 
Date of Death: 07/07/2015 
CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for late and limit- 
ed Formal Testacy and/or 
Appointment has been filed by 
Louise C Rhodes of Van Buren, 
AR requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests that: 
Louise C Rhodes of Van Buren, 
AR be appointed as Personal Rep- 
resentative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond in an unsupervised admin- 


copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this pro- 
ceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/10/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to 
you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 


A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including the distri- 
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: October 06, 2020 
Suzanne T Seguin 
Register of Probate 
10/29/2020 


DIRECTORY 
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George 


SO PROPANE IC. 
PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 


(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), PO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


Water 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


MP4 
YSTEMS 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED +» PET SUPPLIES » CLOTHING *» COAL 
WOOD PELLETS +» WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS +» FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES + FERTILIZER 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 
Carhartt 


Nard ot work since 1689. 


PoulinGrain®” ® 


59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 
1-413-667-2279 Si. gamipn 


Sat. 8am-4pm 
TARA GRENIER e PAUL GRENIER 


WHITING 
' ENERGY FUELS ' 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
Testing 


W: S Hydrof: 
ver system AEN SHAW irofccure 


800-232-4725 ° Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 
Plumbing & Heating 


System 
Evaluations 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 


DOWN To EARTH 
=> Ce W WaT Corr 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


\on Time to Carol Labonte 
oh : CLEAN UP Paul Labonte 


a 4 
BV Wu 4 o » » 
Ce: Sewices 
Established in 1982 © House Cleaning Plus 
Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash e Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out © Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 


P.O. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 





Dale’s Structural 
& Carpentry 


Home Improvement ¢ Additions ¢ Restorations « Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 

Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows ¢ Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns __ Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams ° Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 
° Installations 


AGLI) + Oil Tanks 


il Burner Service 
Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 413.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 


e Tune Ups 





Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 


413-695-4901 
or email: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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Rr BO Be ee REAL ESTATE AUCTION 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, 
ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 


fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 
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2*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENT: KITCH- 
ENS bathrooms, replacement win- 
dows & doors, roofing, siding, decks, 
custom woodworking, drywall. Full 
insured & registered 413-237-2250 
Mark 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





THE HUNTINGTON HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT is seeking an indi- 
vidual to operate the sidewalk machine 
to snow blow sidewalks. Applicants 
must have a valid driver's license, 
clean driving record, and pass a CORI 
check. Must be on call at all times and 
be willing to work long hours (days, 
nights, weekends, and holidays in the 
event of a storm.) Applications are 
available on the Town's web site www. 
huntingtonma.us and at the Highway 
Department. Please mail applications 
to Huntington Highway Department, 
PO Box 430, Huntington, MA 01050 or 
email to highway @ huntingtonma.us by 
November 20, 2020 


SULLIVAN 


MA LIC. #107 


SULLIVAN 


AUCTIONEERS + LLC 


TOWN OF CHESTERFIELD 


AUCTION 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14 AT te:00 PM 


HELD AT TOWN OFFICES- BACK YARD 
422 MAIN RD, CHESTERFIELD 


* * 4 PARCELS ON THE AUCTION BLOCK: * * 


EAST ST. (PARCEL 40-4) 


3 7 TE bots of Potential! 
ACRES 1,710+' Frontage 
$5,000 Deposit 
MAIN RD. (PARCEL 27-28) 
27+ = 734+' Frontage 
ACRES $2,500 Deposit 


RIVER RD. (PARCEL 24-7) 


Riverfront below 
1 6 + Chesterfield Gorge! 
ACRES 


2,065+' Frontage 
$5,000 Deposit 


NORTH RD. (PARCEL 19-9) 
1+  264+' Frontage 
ACRE $2,500 Deposit 


Sullivan-Auctioneers.com © 617-350-7700 


TERMS: In order to register & bid, you must be present with the indicated 
deposit in the form of a BANK CHECK PAYABLE TO “TOWN 
OF CHESTERFIELD”; 7% buyer's premium & balance due in 30 days. 


Wear a mask and social distance when attending our auctions. 


THE HUNTINGTON HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT is seeking winter 
help to plow snow with the Town’s one 
ton pickup truck. Applicants must have 
a valid driver's license, DOT medical 
card, clean driving record, and pass 
a CORI check. Must be on call at 
all times and be willing to work long 
hours (days, nights, weekends, and 
holidays in the event of a storm.) Ap- 
plications are available on the Town’s 
web site www.huntingtonma.us and at 
the Highway Department. Please mail 
applications to Huntington Highway 
Department, PO Box 430, Huntington, 
MA 01050 or email to highway @ hun- 
tingtonma.us by November 20, 2020 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


CATE GOP: 


Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


1 MasterCard 


Base Price| 27 
$12.50 


Base Price| 31 
$14.50 


Base Price| 35 
$16.50 


DEADLINES 


Base Price 


$19. 


Base Price] 36 Base Price 
$17.00 $17.50 
19.50 


Base Price 
$19.00 40 





Phone: 
CS tates: ee 
_ a _____ X per week rate = $ ee 
LIVISA _1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check# ss 
a CE. Date CW. 

Date: 


Amount of charge: 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 










SANDISFIELD 


[ omen | 
ai 
FI=S 






Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Ideal for docks, swimming and fishing. 
Holland, MA. $19,000 each or best of- 
fer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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SPENSARY 


LET US BE YOUR GUIDE - EXPERIENCE A DISPENSARY LIKE NO OTHER «© 


74 COTTAGE S LREET 


IN EASTHAMPTON 


_ OPEN DAILY 10AM-8PM 
‘ (413) 327-9393 


_ A EAS THAMPTONDISPENSARY.COM 
| <A [EASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY 
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a HBETTERYOURJOURNEY 
ALL YOU Naar IS A VALID 21+ ID! 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older.Keep out of the reach of children. 





This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there 
may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when 
under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. 

In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 


